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Introduction

This presentation has been prepared to increase awareness to a deficiency that prevents searchers from locating 
UCC/Fixture Filing Amendments filed in county recorded records. 

As a service provider to whom county UCC/Fixture filing searches are regularly requested, we have been aware of this
issue since RA-9 went into effect in July of 2001. I have informally brought this to the attention of IACA’s leadership, my
colleagues in the search industry, as well as to PRIA, the primary association of county recorders, but without the
prospect for a long term solution, such as changing the legislatively encouraged form itself, there was little reason to
promote change.   

The filing of UCC’s now primarily being the domain of SOS administrators, I truly do not know the legal significance of
this problem, however as a search provider, it bothers me to no end that we cannot fulfill the expectation from our
clients for accuracy. 

As the national forms have the opportunity to be changed in the near future, proposals for changes to the national UCC
forms are currently being reviewed. Please review and provide your feedback as to the significance of this issue.

Description of the problem:
Accurate results cannot be reported from local filing offices because the UCC Amendment is inadequate in its present
form as a county-filed document, potentially creating liability opportunities for principals in a lending or purchase
transaction. The present form does not allow for the locating of all amendment types. This is simply because there is
no place for debtor names on the national UCC amendment form. The point of fact this issue hinges upon is that county
recorder indexes are searched by debtor name. This is the only way to reliably locate UCC amendments, unlike within SOS
indices, where the UCC amendment is linked to the UCC-1 by the document number, and is located automatically in that manner.

Due to several factors, there is a wide range of interpretations of which information to index, including: 

1. Multiple uses of the UCC-3, 
2. Thousands of local filing offices with their own indexing procedures 
3. Infrequent interaction (and therefore poor understanding) of the UCC amendment form



Overview: 
Hidden UCC Amendments in County Records

It’s not deficient county recorders. 

The UCC-3 national form is deficient for 
indexing once recorded at county 
recorder.



Document Examination Comparison 
County Recorder vs. Secretary of State

This problem is exacerbated by the following combination of factors.

Consider this:

County Recorders SOS’s
No of Filing Offices:         Thousands                                   50
No. doc types to examine Hundreds                                   1 – 3

If you are a county clerk, you might examine a UCC/Fixture Filing amendment less than
1% of all docs reviewed. And there are four different uses of this same form that can
impact indexing. 

On the other hand, if you are an SOS administrator, as long as the UCC-1 file number is
correctly included and correctly indexed, the document will be located. 



What is the reason this occurs

The national form was designed for SOS 
indices, where the UCC amendment is linked to 
the UCC-1 by the document number, and is 
located automatically in that manner.

County Recorder indexes are searched by 
debtor name and this creates the inability to 
reliably locate UCC amendments. 



County Recorder/SOS Index comparison

County Recorder Indexes are:
• Static – they never change
• Historic – they are never deleted. Records can 

be searched and located from the time 
index/record system was created

• Intended so any document, regardless of 
association to parent documents, can be 
independently located when searched by grantor 
or grantee



County Recorder/SOS Index comparison

Secretary of State UCC Indexes are:
• Living and dynamic. They change 

constantly. Expired UCC’s, and released 
tax liens are removed from the indexes

• Amendments attach to original UCC-1’s by 
document number and cannot be located 
independent of the UCC-1 document 
number. 



Table of Contents
UCC-3’s: County Recorder vs SOS UCC records

You’ll find examples of each of the four UCC 
Amendments and their corresponding 
index/document lien issues on the following 
slides.

1. UCC Continuation
2. UCC Amendment 
3. UCC Assignment
4. UCC Termination



Illustration One: UCC Continuation

The following pages illustrate an example of a UCC 
Continuation that will not be located. 

Following are:
1. a UCC-1
2. the index page showing this UCC-1
3. The correlated UCC Continuation 
4. The index page showing where this continuation 

should have been indexed and finally 
5. an index page showing how it was indexed.



Illustration One: UCC Continuation

2000-0026342

5/30/2000



UCC-1: re ‘Last Straw’ continuation



UCC 1 Index Listing – ‘Last Straw’

No problem in 
locating the UCC-1 
indexed under debtor 
name ‘Last Straw’. 



UCC-3 : ‘Last Straw’

See that continuation only discloses secured 
party name. 



Index Listing – UCC-3: ‘Last Straw’

See that the Continuation is indexed as ‘NO 
DEBTOR’



Illustration Three: UCC Amendment

The following pages illustrate an example of a UCC 
Amendment that will not be located. 

Following are:
1. a UCC-1
2. the index page showing this UCC-1
3. The correlated UCC Amendment 
4. The index page showing where this amendment 

should have been indexed and finally 
5. an index page showing how the amendment was 

indexed.



UCC-1: ‘One Rincon Development, LLC’

Doc 2006-I103769-00 recorded 
January 3,2006



Index listing- UCC-1: ‘One Rincon Development’

UCC-1 indexed under debtor ‘One Rincon Dev’t. 
Notice that indexer abbreviated debtor name, 
another minefield for accurate searching.



UCC-3: debtor ‘One Rincon Development, 
LLC’

This is a UCC amendment whose only reference is
the UCC-1 document number.



Index – UCC-3: ‘One Rincon Development’

County recorder indexed by UCC-1 
document number. County searchers only 
search by debtor name. 



Index – UCC-3: ‘One Rincon Development

“UCC-3 amendment 2008I1581557” should be 
here if properly indexed under debtor name ‘One 
Rincon Development’



Illustration Three: UCC Assignment

The following pages illustrate an example of a UCC 
Assignment that will not be located. 

Following are:
1. a UCC-1
2. the index page showing this UCC-1
3. The correlated UCC Assignment 
4. The index page showing where this assignment should 

have been indexed and finally 
5. an index page showing how the assignment was 

indexed.



Assigned UCC-1 re debtor: Parkway Properties



Index listing for UCC-1 – Parkway Properties

UCC-1 indexed by debtor name Parkway 
Properties



Assigned UCC-3 re debtor: Parkway Properties

Indexed by SP name. Debtor 
name not disclosed 
and searcher cannot find



Assigned UCC-3 re debtor: Parkway Properties



Index listing for UCC-3 Assignment – Parkway 
Properties

Indexed only under secured party 
name. Not indexed under Parkway 
Properties



Illustration Four: UCC Termination 

The following pages illustrate an example of a 
UCC termination that will not be located. 

Following are:
1. a UCC-1
2. the index page showing this UCC-1
3. The correlated UCC Termination 
4. The index page showing where this termination 

should have been indexed and finally 
5. an index page showing how it was indexed.



Terminated UCC-1 re debtor: Cimalore



Terminated UCC-1 re debtor: Cimalore



County (Alameda, CA) index reflecting UCC-1 under 
debtor name

UCC-1 INDEXED UNDER DEBTOR NAME



Termination of UCC-1 re Debtor: Cimalore

UCC Termination reflects only successor secured 
party – no place for debtor name



Index that should disclose terminated UCC re Debtor: 
Cimalore

Searching by debtor name, this is where the 
termination, document no. 2008051292 should be 
found. 



Index page reflecting UCC-1, indexed by UCC-1 
document number.

Here is the 
index page 
where the 
termination is 
indexed by 
document 
number of 
UCC-1. County 
searchers do 
not search by 
document 
number. 



How this UCC-3 termination was indexed

This sheet discloses the names the UCC 
termination were indexed as – secured 
parties and UCC-1 document number. No 
Reference to Debtor: Steven Cimalone



UCC-3 Termination (El Dorado Co, CA)



Recorder’s Index Query for UCC-3 termination

This county indexes UCC-
3’s as ‘NO DEBTOR NAME’


